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Introduction 
This policy outlines the safe and legal use of trailers by members of 105th Sheffield Scout Group, with a 
primary aim of supporting Scouting activities. All persons using trailers for Scouting purposes, whether 
they be trailers owned by 105th Sheffield Scout Group, or trailers loaned from others for Scouting 
purposes, must adhere to the following policy to ensure the safety of passengers, other road users, and 
the general public. 
 
This policy applies to private individuals and other organisations using 105th Sheffield Scout Group 
trailers for Scouting and non-Scouting activities. It also applies to the use of trailers at 105th Sheffield 
Scout Group activities that are not owned by the Group (e.g. borrowed or hired trailers). 

General Principles 
• Only authorised adults with the correct driving licence may tow a trailer. 

• Do not exceed the towing vehicle's towing capacity. 

• Passengers must never travel in a trailer. 

• Trailers must be roadworthy, legally compliant and used only where appropriate insurance 
arrangements are in place. 

• Speed limits when towing are 60mph on motorways and dual carriageways, and 50mph on single 
carriageways. 

• On motorways with three or more lanes, do not use the outside lane unless directed or required 
by lane closures. 

• Check tyres before use and ensure they meet legal requirements (see Pre-Tow Safety Checks). 

• The maximum trailer width, including its load, is 2.55m. 

• Where the towing vehicle has a MAM of 3,500kg or less, the trailer must not exceed 7m in length 
(excluding the A-frame). 

• Extended towing mirrors must be fitted if the trailer is wider than the towing vehicle. 

• Drivers with no previous towing experience should obtain suitable formal/ informal training. 

• The trailer must display the same number plate as the towing vehicle on a proper number plate 

• All required lights, indicators and the number plate light must be fitted and operational. 

• Loads must be secure, and any overhanging items clearly marked. 

• Take extra care when reversing. Where visibility is restricted or pedestrians are nearby, use a 
competent banksman/spotter and keep young people clear of the area. 

• Unsafe vehicle/trailer combinations may result in fines of up to £2,500 and three penalty points 
on the driver's licence. 

• Group trailers must not be taken outside the UK unless approved by the Trustee Board and all 

international trailer registration, insurance and legal requirements have been checked and 

complied with. 
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Legal Weight Limits and Definitions 
Definitions 
Towing Vehicle Towing Capacity 

• Every car has a maximum weight it can legally tow, known as its towing capacity.  

• The towing capacity can often be found in the V5C logbook, or on a plate / sticker located on 
the vehicle itself. 

Gross train weight 
• The combined weight of the fully loaded towing vehicle and fully loaded trailer must not 

exceed the towing vehicle’s gross train weight, where stated on the vehicle VIN plate.  

• If no train weight is stated, the vehicle should not be used for towing. 

Unladen Weight 
• The weight of the trailer itself, excluding any cargo, or other items loaded onto it. 

MAM (Maximum Authorised Mass) 
• The maximum weight the trailer is allowed to weigh when fully loaded. 

• Stated on the trailer's VIN plate. 

Gross Weight 
• The actual weight of the trailer and its load when measured. 

• Must not exceed the trailer's MAM (Maximum Authorised Mass). 

Nose Weight 
• The downward force the trailer exerts on the tow ball 

of the towing vehicle. 

• Must stay within the towbar manufacturer's limit and 
the vehicle's recommended nose weight (often around 
50-100kg for cars). 

• There must always be positive weight pushing down on 
the tow ball and this is usually determined by the 
positioning of the trailer's load. (See diagram). 

 
Weight Limits of 105th Sheffield (High Green) Scout Group Trailers 
 

Trailer Unladen Weight MAM Maximum Load 
Ifor WilliamsBV84 
(Box Van Trailer) 

515Kg 1,400Kg 885Kg 

Ifor WilliamsLM146 
(Flat Bed Trailer) 

735Kg 3,500Kg 2,765Kg 

 

Safe Loading and Securing of Loads 
• Distribute weight evenly side to side and place heavy items over the axle(s). 

• Keep centre of gravity low to improve stability. 

• All items must be securely lashed or strapped to prevent shifting during transport. 

• Avoid placing heavy items at the very rear – it may destabilise the trailer. 

• Use appropriate covers or netting if transporting loose materials. 

• Verify the load does not exceed the MAM (Maximum Authorised Mass). 

• Use trailer stabiliser legs (where present) when entering and loading/ unloading trailers. 
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Hitching and Unhitching Procedures 
Never hitch or unhitch a loaded trailer on a steep slope, use flat ground wherever possible. 

Hitching Up 
1. Ensure the trailer is secured from movement (handbrake applied, or wheels chocked). 
2. Reverse the towing vehicle carefully to align with the trailer hitch. 
3. Raise jockey wheel, ensuring the coupling head sits securely on the towball. 
4. Check that the coupling mechanism is fully engaged. 
5. Attach breakaway cable or secondary coupling (mandatory for all trailers). 
6. Wind up and secure the jockey wheel. 
7. Release the handbrake/ remove wheel chocks. 
8. Connect electrical plug, ensuring lights and indicators function correctly. 

Unhitching 
1. Apply trailer handbrake before detaching. 
2. Disconnect electrical plug and store securely. 
3. Detach breakaway cable. 
4. Lower the jockey to lift the nose. 
5. Lift coupling from the towball. 

 

Driver Responsibility 
• The driver is legally responsible for ensuring the trailer and load are safe and compliant. 

• Drive using additional caution when towing, including: longer stopping distances, wider 
turning circles, and lower acceleration. 

• Observe speed limits for towing: 60 mph on motorways/dual carriageways, 50 mph on single 
carriageways. 

• When towing on a motorway with three or more lanes, drivers must not use the outside lane 
unless directed to do so or where lane closures require it. 

• Drivers who got their licence from 1 January 1997 can tow a trailer up to 3,500kg MAM, 
category BE, and DVLA will add BE to the physical licence when it is renewed. 

• Drivers must check their driving licence entitlements before towing. Current UK rules allow 

category B licence holders to tow trailers up to 3,500kg MAM, but drivers remain responsible 

for ensuring their licence, vehicle and trailer combination is legal. 
 

Maintenance and Inspections 
• Trailers must be routinely maintained, including servicing of wheels, brakes, lights, and 

chassis. 

• A log of inspections and repairs is to be kept in the group compliance tracker. 

• Before major trips or camps, perform a full safety inspection (see Pre-Tow Safety Checks) 
 

Incident and Fault Reporting 
• Any faults or issues identified must be reported to the Group lead Volunteer(s) or designated 

volunteer immediately. 

• Faulty trailers must not be used until all issues are resolved. 
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Insurance & Security 
• Drivers are responsible for ensuring the towing vehicle is appropriately insured for towing. 

• 105th Sheffield Scout Group trailers are not insured by 105th Sheffield Scout Group whilst 
being towed or used on the public highway.  

• Any person, group or organisation using a 105th Sheffield Scout Group trailer is 
responsible for any loss, theft or damage occurring whilst it is in their possession or control 
and will be required to meet the full cost of repair or replacement.  

• Where a 105th Sheffield Scout Group trailer is used for an authorised Scout activity and is 
damaged, destroyed or written off whilst being towed, the Trustees may, at their sole 
discretion, consider contributing towards, or covering in full, repair or replacement costs not 
covered by the driver's insurance. Any such consideration will be subject to a review of the 
circumstances and evidence that the driver acted lawfully, responsibly and without 
negligence.  

• When a trailer is used by private individuals or other organisations, it is not insured by 
105th Scout Group away from the Group Headquarters, whether in transit, storage or use.  

• 105th Sheffield Scout Group maintains insurance for trailers it owns when they are:  
o Stored at the Group Headquarters; or 
o Stored away from the Group Headquarters as part of an authorised 105th Sheffield 

Scout Group activity (e.g. camps, events or activities). 

• Drivers should note that vehicle insurance policies may provide third-party liability cover 
whilst towing, but this does not necessarily cover loss, theft of, or damage to the trailer or 
its contents.  

• Drivers must ensure they have suitable insurance or financial arrangements in place for 
any loss, theft or damage to the trailer whilst it is in their possession or control.  

• When not in use, trailers must be secured with appropriate anti-theft measures, such as 
hitch locks, wheel clamps, locked doors and secure storage. Trailers must not be left 
unsecured in public areas. 

Pre-Tow Safety Checks 
Hitch Checks 

• Ensure the coupling mechanism is fully engaged. 

• Check the breakaway cable is correctly fitted. 

• Ensure the jockey wheel is securely stowed 

• Ensure any stabiliser legs (where present) are securely stored away 

Tyres 
• Check tyre pressure (refer to trailer spec). 

• Check for damage, cracking, or excessive wear (tread depth must be at least 1.6mm). 

• Ensure tyres are appropriate for load and speed rating. 

Lights and Reflectors 
• The trailer must have all legally required lights and reflectors fitted, clean, visible and 

working, including brake lights, indicators, side/taillights, number plate light, rear reflectors 
and fog lamp where required. 

Brakes 
• If the trailer has overrun brakes (both of 105th Sheffield Scout group trailers have overrun 

breaks), ensure they operate correctly and are not sticking. 

Load Security 
• Visually inspect the load to ensure all items are secure and won't shift. 



 

 105th Sheffield (High Green) Scout Group, High Green, Sheffield, S35 3HY | Registered Charity Number: 516163 
President: HRH The Duke of Kent. Founder: Robert Baden-Powell OM. Chief Scout: Dwayne Fields 

E: contact@105highgreen.co.uk 
W: 105highgreen.co.uk 
      /highgreenscouts  
     @highgreenscouts 

Approval & Booking Process 
Use of a Group trailer must be booked and approved by the Group Lead Volunteer in writing (e.g. via 
email). The trailer user must accept this policy by signing the acceptance section below before they can 
tow a Group trailer. Note this form only needs to be signed once by the trailer user (not for every use), 
providing no conditions have changed. 

 

The driver, towing vehicle, intended use, destination, acceptance of insurance (set out in this policy) 
and expected return date must be given by the intended user before approval is granted and the trailer 
is released. 

 
Acceptance 
I confirm that I have read, understood and agree to comply with the 105th Sheffield (High Green) Scout 
Group Use of Trailers Policy. 
 
I acknowledge and accept that: 

• I am responsible for ensuring that I hold the appropriate driving licence entitlement and am 
competent to tow the trailer safely. 

• I am responsible for ensuring that the towing vehicle is roadworthy, suitable for towing the 
trailer and appropriately insured. 

• I have or will complete all required pre-use checks and will ensure the trailer is used, loaded 
and secured in accordance with the Policy and all applicable road traffic legislation. 

• Where insurance is required, I have satisfied myself that appropriate insurance 
arrangements are in place. 

• I understand that 105th Sheffield Scout Group trailers are not insured by the Group whilst 
being towed or used on the public highway. 

• I understand that when a trailer is used by a private individual, another Scout Group, or any 
other organisation, the user is responsible for any loss, theft or damage occurring whilst the 
trailer is in their possession or control and may be required to meet the full cost of repair or 
replacement. 

• I will immediately report any accident, damage, theft, defect or incident involving the trailer 
to 105th Sheffield (High Green) Scout Group. 

 
I understand that failure to comply with this Policy may result in permission to use Group trailers being 
withdrawn. 
 

Trailer User 
 

105th Sheffield Scout Group 

Name (Print)  
 

Name (Print)  

Signature  
 

Signature  

Date  
 

Date  

 
 
 


